“Working with children and their families
to achieve a better future”

Stoneygate
Nursery School
Stoneygate Walk, Preston, PR1 3XU
01772 257865

Prospectus

Welcome
Stoneygate is an exciting and interesting
place to play, work and learn. On behalf of all
the staff, I would like to welcome you to our
Nursery School.

Christine Branscombe
Head Teacher

We are a Local Authority Maintained Nursery
School providing nursery education for
children aged two to four years. We have
places for 32 two year olds, 96 three and four
year olds and can also provide some
additional hours for parents who would like to
pay for them.

Our admissions arrangements are as described in the “Lancashire
Nursery School admissions” booklet which is available online from the
Lancashire County Council website.
We are committed to improving outcomes for all children by working in
partnership with all parents and carers. We aim to build a strong
relationship with families and we encourage your active involvement in
the life of our nursery.

“The nursery provides an inclusive, nurturing
environment in which children feel secure and thrive.”
(Ofsted)

What makes us special?


We were rated ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted in July 2014, for the fourth
consecutive inspection.



We are the only Local Authority Maintained Nursery School in
Preston.



We employ four QTS qualified teachers and a highly qualified staff
team, including HLTAs and Teaching Assistants.



Our outdoor classroom provides children with the same wealth and
richness of play opportunities as the indoor classroom.



We have a large Forest School area, which we use to support
children’s emotional wellbeing.



We are proud of the contribution our Nursery School makes to the
local community and the wider Preston area.

“Staff establish highly positive relationships with children.
Children feel valued, encouraged and included and, as a
result, are happy and confident as they take part in activities”
(Ofsted)

Meet the Staff
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HLTA

Michelle Walsh

Manjula Patel

Saira Molloy

Kasia Krzyszkowska

TA

TA

TA

TA
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Our Governors
Jenny Sides
Chair of Governors
Syed Riaz Abbas

Parent Governor

Saira Asim

Parent Governor

Christine Branscombe

Head Teacher

Sarah Howard

Staff Governor

Joanna Morris

Co-opted Governor

Yetunde Onilogbo

Co-opted Governor

Abi Tyrer

Co-opted Governor

If you would like to speak to any of the governors, or you
would like to apply to be a governor at our school, please
contact the school office.

Our Curriculum
Your child will be learning skills, acquiring
knowledge and demonstrating their
understanding through seven areas of the EYFS
curriculum.
These learning and development areas are:

Communication and Language

Physical Development

Personal, Social and Emotional
Development

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design

“High-quality teaching ensures that children learn in an exciting,
well-resourced environment, where staff have an in-depth
knowledge of their individual needs and interests. As a result,
children make rapid progress in learning.”
(Ofsted)

Teaching and Learning
All of our learning activities are planned around the Early Years Foundation
Stage Framework, which allows us to follow children’s interests and build on
their previous experiences.
We work closely with parents to ensure that all children have an exciting and
fun curriculum that allows them to develop friendships and learn at their own
pace.
Children learn best when they feel safe and secure, where they are allowed
to develop their own ideas and form good relationships with staff and peers.
We work together with parents to ensure the best possible start for our
children on their learning journey, using the “EYFS What to Expect When”
resources.
Children at Stoneygate are encouraged to become independent learners by
developing key skills in communication and language, physical development
and personal and social development. They learn to accept difference
through our equality and inclusion policies and practice.

The Great Outdoors
Children have wonderful opportunities to
play outdoors. They enjoy exploring,
investigating, being creative and playing
together in imaginative ways. They
particularly enjoy Forest School
activities.

“The exciting outdoor
learning environment
has a positive impact
on children’s
involvement in their
learning and their rapid
progress.”
(Ofsted)

Our large outdoor area has recently
been equipped from a successful bid
from the National Lottery. This helps
the children to develop their physical
skills, to share and to play cooperatively with their friends, whilst
having lots of fun!

Safeguarding and
Child Protection

On rare occasions, our concern about a child may
mean that we have to consult other agencies.
We would always aim to achieve this with
parents’ involvement and consent unless it is
unsafe for the child. We follow the procedures of
Lancashire Safeguarding Children Board. The
School’s Child Protection Policy is in line with
this for the safety of all. If you want to know more
about our procedures or policies please speak to
the Headteacher. All policies can be found on
our school website or a paper copy can be
requested through the school office.
Children’s safety and well-being is central to our
work and all staff receive regular training and are
encouraged to develop skills to enable them to
respond appropriately to any situation where a
child may be at risk. We believe that
safeguarding is everyone’s business.

“The school’s work to keep the children safe and secure is
outstanding.”
(Ofsted)

Healthy Lifestyles
We ensure that all children have an
awareness of the benefits of healthy eating
and physical activity. We provide healthy
snacks and lunches. Children have free
access to the outdoor play area throughout
the day.

Equal Opportunities
We have respect for all individuals who attend
Stoneygate Nursery School and believe that
everyone should be supported to achieve their
full potential.
We believe that all children are entitled to high
quality education and care that is supportive
of their home situation, their ethnicity, culture,
ability, beliefs and gender.
We welcome diversity and see it as a valuable contribution that enriches
children’s knowledge and understanding of the world that we live in.
“The school promotes equality of opportunity extremely well. All
children are highly valued and included, and children from
different backgrounds and cultures learn harmoniously together.
This has a highly positive impact on children’s confidence and on
their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.”
(Ofsted)

SEN
At Stoneygate Nursery School we are committed to meeting the individual
needs of all children, including those with additional needs, disabilities and
those more able. We ensure that all children make progress to fulfil their
potential.
If you wish to see a copy of the school’s SEN policy it can be found on our
school website or a paper copy can be requested through the school office.

Contact details:
Stoneygate Walk
Preston
PR1 3XU
Telephone: 01772 257865
Email: bursar@stoneygate.lancs.sch.uk

